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Foggy Bottom West End Village will soon 
change its online platform from Club Express to 
a newer software program developed specifically 
for villages. It is called Helpful Village (HV), and 
we believe it will be easier for members to use 
and more efficient for us to operate. 

WWe began talking to the people at HV about a 
year ago when we learned that its founder -- 
Manuel Acevedo -- was a tech professional 
drawn to the village movement as a way to find 
satisfying options for his mother. As he became 
involved in her village and then other villages, it 
became clear to him that the villages needed a 
specialized software program that is more user specialized software program that is more user 
friendly and can increase operating efficiency.

Eleven of DC’s 13 villages now use – or soon 
will use – the HV software. We have been work-
ing for several months to prepare for the transi-
tion. Since our website will be powered by HV, 
we have been revising our website pages and 
cleaning up our databases.  

During March and April, some village mem-
bers will work as “testers” of the new software. 
We will provide both group and individual 
training to make sure everyone understands 
the new system before it goes live at the end 
of April.

We have high hopes for HV and its promise 
of more efficient village operations and easier 
member use. If any problem develops, we will 
have direct access to the HV staff and help 
from their tech experts. 

We’re Moving
to a New Platform

For more information 
about Helpful Village, 

click here to go to its website.

By William Kincaid, Board Vice President

As we enter the third year of pandemic living, it is time 
to review the last two years and ask the pivotal ques-
tion: Quo Vadis? Where are we going? What are our 
priorities? There is an old Indian adage that states “If 
you don’t know where you are going, it makes no dif-
ference what path you take.” 

To help keep the village on the right path, the Gover-
nance Committee is planning a retreat in March. We 
hope to hold a face-to-face event to review our activi-
ties and organizational structure. Assembling and re-
viewing the information for that retreat has been un-
derway for more than six months. 

Karen Rodd, left, and Christine Searight
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The FBWEVillage board of directors has been expanded to in-
clude two additional members – Karen Rodd and 
Christine Searight.

Karen has a background in communications and management 
in law firms and professional associations. Her experience in-
cludes extensive service on nonprofit boards, where she has 
helped organizations plan growth and improve services to their 
constituents. She supports the concept of aging in place and 
the creation and support of a network to ensure the success of 
that concept.

Christine is a marketing executive with more than 20 years of 
experience growing well-known brands like Discovery Channel, 
National Geographic Channel, and USA TODAY. She is current-
ly the Senior Director, Strategic Marketing, Communications, 
and Business Development at George Washington University 
Hospital.  She holds a BA in History and an MBA in Marketing 
from the George Washington University.

https://www.helpfulvillage.com/our-story










Inside the MLK Library with Susan B. H , I ichael Thomas 

In July 1968, ground was 
broken at 9th and G streets 
for a new central library 
designed by world-famous 
architect Ludwig Mies van 
der Rohe. The building of 
black steel, brick and glass 
cost $18 million. In 1971, 
library trustees named the 
new building in memory of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
In 2007 it was designated a
historic landmark. 

March 8 

Over time, the aging library 
became the target of seri
ous criticism. One architect 
described the building as 
"dark, dirty, unpleasant ... a 
kind of negative space." 
There were suggestions 
that the building be sold or 
even bulldozed. Instead, 
the District decided to mod
ernize the library. The re
sults are stunning. 

After a $211 million renovation that took 3 and 112 years, the sparkling 
new Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library opened in September 
2020 amid high hopes and covid concerns. Architectural critics called 
the transformation "miraculous." -- Photo by Molly Sinclair McCartney 

Continued from Page 6

What is one example of what makes the 

new library so exciting? 

Michael: The services tailored to the 

needs of DC residents are the most im

portant features of MLK for residents to 

know about. But the combination of great 

design by the architectural team involved 

in the modernization, and the public art, 

are to me the most inspiring elements of a 

visit to the building. With the exception of 

the MLK mural by Don Miller in the Great 

Hall and the installation in the Grand 

Reading Room by Xenobia Bailey, all of 

the art is by outstanding local artists -

Alma Thomas, who taught at Shaw Junior 

High School for 35 years, and was one of 

the most prominent members of the 

Washington Color School; Martin Puryear, 

sculptor of a piece to be added to the 

garden seating in the cafe, the most prom

inent American sculptor and son of a DC 

librarian; Nakisha Durrett, a teacher at the 

Duke Ellington School, and two local art

ists who did all the artwork in the Chil

dren's Room. 

Susan: I think the amount of non-tradi

tional library space and its varied uses is 

exciting. For free or paying a very low fee, 

any District resident can use these very 

modern facilities. One can use the audito

rium as practice space, dub a video, 

create a podcast, practice ballet -- all in 

participation. 
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What will surprise villagers most 

about the new library? 

Michael: Probably the services that 

range from adult literacy (GED, English 

as a second language, reading skills) 

and training and facilities for those with 

disabilities, to computer training, to the 

remarkable labs in the lower floor of the 

library. The labs include woodworking, 

metal working, 3-0 printing, sewing, 

audio and video production, and com

puterized archiving of photos and 

videos. Residents can make appoint

ments for help to research Washington 

history, or to meet with free legal ser

vices, someone from DC Health to line 

up insurance, or for help with tax re

turns. Residents can arrange for a new 

passport, or set up a video conference 

with a family member in the DC Jail. 

Children can be registered at birth for 

free books, mailed to them every month 

until they are five years old, and after 

that can be registered for the Beyond 

the Book program for children ages 5-8, 

with books, kits and programming to 

help with reading skills. And it's all free. 

Susan: The fact that you can check out 

a book, AND a computer, sewing ma

chine, or hammer and saw The fact 

that the new library is designed to be a 

resource, not just a repository. 

If you have only one hour to spend at 

the library on your first visit, what 

would you do? And what would you do 

on your second visit. 

Michael: I would register online for one 

of the docent tours, which are set to 

resume March 8. Click here to get to 

the SignUpGenius for docent tours .. 

There are also self-guided tours using 

handouts with maps. On a second visit, 

I would spend time at the People's Ar

chive on the 4th floor, where there are 

exhibits on DC history and personali

ties, the Go-go and Punk music culture 

in DC, and Dr. King's connections with 

the District. I would spend time on the 

roof if it was a nice day, and check on 

free services that are available. 

Susan: On a first visit I would walk the 

entire building and appreciate the 

design elements of the building and the 

flow of one section to another such as 

the community meeting rooms adja

cent to the children's area for the con

venience of mothers and families. 

children attend Storytime. On the 

second visit I would spend time view

ing the People's Archives on the 4th 

floor exhibiting the history of DC, high

lighting our residents' contribution to 

culture, politics and civil rights. I plan to 

do just that at some point in the next 

few months. 
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b49aea92ba7f85-mlklibrary1
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Amitai Etzioni
Leading Sociologist 

One of Top 100 Intellectuals
and FBWEVillage Member

To read more about this remarkable man 
and his work, as reported in Wikipedia,

  click here
 

By Molly Sinclair McCartney

To watch a 5-minute video 
of Amitai Etzioni talking 
about patriotism, 

click here to get to his 
book page. Then click on 
the blue box like the one 
pictured at right. 

Below are Amitai’s books
-- Photo from the internet.

Hiding under a blanket in the sidecar of 
a relative’s motorcycle, he escaped Nazi 
Germany as a child in the 1930s. Using a 
machine gun and helping blow up bridg-
es, he joined the underground resistance 
as a teenager in the 1940s to fight the 
British and help establish Israel as a 
country. During the 1950s, he earned de-
grees in sociology at the Hebrew Univer-
sity of Jerusalem and a PhD in sociology 
at the University of California, Berkeley. 

In the six decades after that, Amitai 
Etzioni evolved into an activist academic Etzioni evolved into an activist academic 
and a “peacenik” who demonstrated 
against war in Vietnam and the use of nu-
clear weapons anywhere. He is known for 
his work as a leader of the communitarian 
movement and founder of the Communi-
tarian Network, which emphasizes the 

community. His writings argue for a care-
fully crafted balance between individual 
rights and social responsibilities, and be-
tween autonomy and order in communi-
ties and in the country.

Amitai is an active member of the Foggy 
Bottom West End Village. He frequents the 
Tuesday coffee gatherings and keeps up 
with village activities with the help of his 
wife, board secretary Pat Kellogg, a retired 
internist. “She is a model villager,” he said, 
“and I have learned much about FBWEV 
from her.”

Villager Jeffrey Reiman, a retired profes-
sor, met Amitai at a “guys only lunch” and 
was intrigued with his personal and profes-
sional achievements. Over time, the two 
men and their wives became friends who 
get together for dinners and movies. 

Jeffrey described Jeffrey described Amitai as “a warm and 
intelligent fellow with whom I very much 
enjoy talking about ideas and books and 
current events and just about anything else 
that pops up.” Jeffrey’s wife, Sue Headlee, 
says Amitai always wants to know what 
others think of the latest movie they have 
seen. 

Amitai has authored Amitai has authored more than 30 books, 
including Reclaiming Patriotism, published 
in 2019. He has inspired friends like femi-
nist Betty Friedan, worked as a White 
House advisor, and served as president of 
the American Sociological Association. In 
the early 2000s, he was listed as one of 
the top 100 American intellectuals, as mea-
sured by academic citations, in Richard 
Posner’s book, Public Intellectuals.

These days Amitai is part of the full-tine These days Amitai is part of the full-tine 
faculty at George Washington University 
where he has been a professor of interna-
tional affairs and director of the Institute for 
Communitarian Policy for 42 years. “I am 
the oldest professor there,” he said. 

Amitai, who turned 93 in January, 
concentrates on writing for professional 
journals like the Journal of Clinical 
Ethics. Sitting on the sofa in his Foggy 
Bottom home, Amitai said the happiest 
moment in his life was May 15, 1948, 
when the British withdrew from Pales-
tine and Israel declared independence. 
“I helped a little with that,” he said.

The saddest time was the sudden loss 
of his second wife, Minerva, followed by 
The saddest time was the sudden loss 
of his second wife, Minerva, followed by 
the death of his son Michael, 38. Miner-
va was killed December 20, 1985, 
when her car slid off an icy road and 
crashed. Michael died of a heart 
attack in August 2006, leaving 
behind his  pregnant wife and their 
small son.

Amitai is proud of the close rela-
tionship he has with his remaining 
Amitai is proud of the close rela-
tionship he has with his remaining 
four sons and their families, includ-
ing 13 grandchildren. “They call me. 
They want to talk to me. We keep  
in touch.”  
  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amitai_Etzioni
https://www.amazon.com/Amitai-Etzioni/e/B001IXTVTO/ref=sxts_entity_l_bsx_s_def_r00_t_aufl?pd_rd_w=tlvuX&pf_rd_p=7b65f550-ae72-40a7-86e4-c165711b4536&pf_rd_r=ZQWWPYJN10KPF4PXMTRG&pd_rd_r=ad3c9c79-5a94-4098-bd79-1cbd3f33087b&pd_rd_wg=1KOtT&qid=1644291863&cv_ct_cx=amitai+etzioni
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